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On a New Version of Psalmody. 
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We should contemplate every 
new collection of Psalms ami Hymns 
which comes from the press, if exe- 
cuted with any tolerable degree of 
taste and judgment, especially if 
adopted by congreEsations, as a step 
in the prop-ess of mental civiliza- 
tion. For it has always been a fixed 
opinion with tne, that the more 
truly useful religious publications 
that issue from the press, so much 
the better. Every new publication 
of the kind will find some readers: 
and an individual who hears 
nothing of one publication, may 
meet with another, of a similar 
kind. In like manner, one collec- 
tion of Hymns may have a very 
different circulation from another, 
and both be extremely ustl'ul to the 
community. Besides, even a dif- 
■ferenie in the form of a work, may 
recommend it to a particular class 
of readers, in preference to other 
publications of equal merit. The 
reconiroendation of particular indi- 
viduals may also extend the circula- 
tion of a work to persons who might 
otherwise have had no paiticular 
wish to see it. 

These observations I have made, 
as introductory to my annonncing 
to your readers, that a new collec- 
tion of Psalms and Hymns will 
shortly appear from the press. This 
intended publication whs mentioned 
in your magazine some months ago, 
as soon to be sent to press. It is 
now more than half printed, and 
will appear before November next. 
The editor has availed himself of the 
assistance of several judicious friends, 
chiefly Presbyterian ministers. The 
collection has been made from a 
great variety of conqpilations, but 
particularly from the large collec- 
tions made by Kippis, Kees, Jervis, 
and Morgan, with the sup|)l£nient. 
A few original pieces are inserted. 
The editor having agreed with a 
printer, (on behalf of his own coa- 



gregation, that of Newry, of sucb 
congregations as have engaged to 
take copies, and of such other con- 
gregations as may, on seeing the 
work, think proper to do so), for a 
particular sum, the work will he 
sold at a very moderate price. This 
the editor flatters himself will gain 
considerably additional circulation 
to it among the lower orders of the 
community. It will appear frcmi 
the press also in a handsome form ; 
a new type, superfine ink and an 
excellent wove paper, having bee« 
provided on purpose. 

Many of the collections hereto- 
fore published, were too confined in 
respect of subjects of the Psalms and 
Hymns. There was also a want of 
arrangement in most of them ; the* 
order of the Psalms of David having 
been very generally employed. In 
this way, all order and coniiectioH 
was lost; and, of course, the doc- 
trine inculcated under any particular 
head, could not be distincily dis- 
cerned. By a proper arrangement, 
the Hymns and Psalms refledt light 
on one another, and the work ex- 
hibiting, at one view, all that is in., 
culcated on any particular subject, 
becomes doubly useful and instruc- 
tive. When Psalms and Hymns 
are properly arranged, the collec- 
tion is also more convenient for mi- 
nisters!, wishing to find Psalms or 
Hymns suitable to their sermons. 

What further remains to be ex- 
plained, will be be.st exhibited in 
the preface, which I subjoin. 

A.Z, 

Narri/, July 18//t. 

FIIEPACE. 

IN forming this Collection of 
Psalms and Hymns, several im- 
portant objects have been kept in 
view. 

One chief object was, to make it 
as complete as possible, wiihoiit 
swelling the w«M>k to 9 large si«;e, ^ 
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rendering it too expensive. Ac- 
cordingly, care hasi been taken,: to 
select psalms and hymns, which 
treat of the leading points both of 
faith and practice ; and it is hoped, 
that the connpilation will be found 
to contain a sufficient variety of the 
best compositions, in sacred poetry, 
adapted to all the principal subjects 
of Christian devotion. 

Correctness, both in sentiment and 
style, has also been made an object 
of considerable attention. Hence, 
many verses have been altered ; 
and such psalms and hymns as seem- 
ed, in any degree, unsuitable to the 
simplicity and solemnity of divine 
Worship, have been omitted. 

As the work is intended for gene- 
ral use and must be expected to fall 
into the hands of persons, who una- 
voidably differ from one another, in 
their opinions, on religious subjects, 
all expressions, which appeared like- 
ly to give offence to any sincere chris- 
tian, have been studiously avoided. 
This collection of sacred poems is 
designed as well for private, as for 
public worship. Private and sacffed 
devotion are hot less recommend- 
ed in scripture, than that which 
is public and social. A general col- 
lection of devotional compositions 
should, therefore, be adapted to both 
purposes. On this account, a num- 
ber of limits have been introduced, 
which are peculiary adapted to 
sacred devotion, to private medita- 
tion, and to family worship. 

Arrangement being deemed a mat- 
ter of some importance, the psalms 
and hymns in this collection, have 
been carefully disposed in that which 
appeared to be the most natural and 
convenient order. All those which 
relate to the same subject, have been 
classed together, under proper gene, 
ral heads ; so as to give the work a 
regular and connected form. Those 
again which have a more distinct 
and peculiar reference to one point, 
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have been arranged according to the 
structure of their verse, in the order 
of ,short, common, long and peculiar 
inetres. This will enable the reader 
to find, in the compass of a few pages, 
all the psalms and hymns which may 
be suitable to any subject.; and to 
observe, at one view, all that is said 
on any particular point. With the 
same object, a proper title is prefix- 
ed to each psalm and hymn ; and 
a copious table of subjects is added, 
at the end of the work. 

It appears, that the best writers 
of sacred poetry have borrowed their 
principal subjects and ideas from 
Holy Scripture. Indeed, this is the 
great fountain, not only of true re- 
ligious knowledge, but also of the 
most sublime devotional sentiments, 
that ever entered into the. human 
mind. Accordingly it will be ob- 
served, that most of the poems in 
this collection, are taken from the 
book of psalms, and other portions of 
sacred writ. And as some readers 
might wish occasionally to refer to 
the original, care has been taken to 
point out the several passages of 
scripture, of which there appeared 
to be translations, paraphrases, or 
imitations, in this compilation. 

As some readers might wish to 
know who the various authors are, 
whose compositions have been in- 
troduced into this selection, their 
names, as far as could be a.scertaiiied, 
have been annexed to the first lines 
of the several psalms and hymns, in 
the alphabetical table of first lines. 
It must be observed, however^ that 
considerable liberties have, in a va- 
riety of instances, been taken with 
the verses of the original composers; 
and that where the alterations or ad- 
ditions which have been made, were 
very remarkable, their names have 
been suppressed. 

After having stated, that this col 
lection contains psalms and hymns, 
particularly adapted to privalc Hor 
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ship and meditation, it may not be 
improper to add a few observations, 
■with a view of recommending it to 
the use of fartiilifs. 

Family devotion has a happy ten- 
dency t(T excite sentiments and eilto- 
tions favourable to true piety and 
virtue, and to promote the religious 
improvement of the yoting and rjs' 
ing (generation. Even a frequent 
perusal of devotional compositions, 
cannot fail to have a good eliect, es- 
pecially on yoong minds. Let pa- 
rents, therefore, cause their children 
to read and commit to memory, 
such psalms and hynin^, asare most 
proper for iheir tender age, and best 
suited to their capacities. This ear- 
ly attention to religions subjects, is 
calculated to make a deep and per- 
nianetit impression on the mind, 

It is much to be wished also, that 
psalmody should become an object 
of general attention. Sacred mu- 
sic is highly conducive to true devo- 
tion, and to the improvemsnt of the 
heart ; and ought to be considered 
an important branch of education. 
Parents should, therefore, give their 
children every opportusity in their 
power, of beina; instructed in this 
truly pleasing and valaable accom- 
plishment,- a.5 they would wi.sh them 
to ob.serve a duty, whith rends to 
impress the nund \vith an affecting 
sense of divine things* and to pro- 
duce a disposition of habitual piety 
and devotion. 

Let divine worship be observed, 
by all who would aspire after the 
happiness of heaven. There the 
saints are to be employed, in sinking 
the praises of, God ami of the Lamb, 
for ever and ever. But how shall 
those be able to join the songs, ot' 
the heavenly host above, who, while 
on earth, neglected to offer up the 
solen)n sacrifice of prayer and praise } 
-—A devoiioiial spirit /hay be .slight- 
ed and despised, by those who have 
DO sense of religion impressed upon 



their minds : but the true christiafl 
will ever consider it as of the 
greatest value ; because he is con- 
vinced, tbat an abiding principle of 
true piety, is the best protection foi" 
the mind, against the vanities and 
vices of the world ; the never-fail- 
ing source of inward peace and 
happiness, in this life; and a ne- 
cesssry qualification, for enjoying the 
happiness of that better life, which 
is yet to come. 

Newry, March 1 8<A, 1 8 [ 1 . 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

A CHEMICAL ANALYSIS OF THE AL^ 
CORNOQUE, BY J. LEYMEKIE, M. D. 
FORMERLY PftlNClPAL P8YSICIAN Ol* 
THE SOUTH HOSPITAL, PABJS, AND 
PKOFESSOR OK CHEMISTRY 

A RESPECTABLE merchant, a 
friend of humanity and of the 
sciences, has done me the honour to 
procure for me a small quantity of 
the bark and of the root of the wood 
kuown under the denomination of 
Akornofjue. In order to submit it to 
an exact chemical analysis, for the 
purpose of investigating what are the 
principles and qualities which gave 
the Alcornoque the power of stop- 
ing the pi ogress of the diseases of 
the liver and of the lungs, and of ef- 
fecting their cure. This worthy man 
has likewise furnished me with all 
the prnofs with which he has been 
able to procure from the different 
provinces of Spanish America, he 
has also given nie a sample of every 
species that has hitherto been known 
or introduced as an article of com- 
merce. 

The resott of those different rela- 
tions BOW before me is, that this wood 
is generally used, in alinost all the 
provinces of .Spanish An>>erica, as a 
remedy for the diseases of the liver 
and of the lungs ; that they procure 
the best kiad fwn the mvantaias of 



